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Getting in the Game

When | played professional basketball in
the NBA ¢é | me an
school basketball for a small school, there
were games when | spent more time sitting

&KLOGUHQTV 0LQLVWHine pench than playing on the court. |

hated those games.

Sitting on the bench just does not compare
to the thrill of playing in the game. The
same principal is true in Christianity. Sitting
on the bench (or the pew or the red, stack-
able chair) just does not compare to the
thrill of getting involved in the work and the
community of Christ.

Letds clear the
you hear God calling us into action? He
wants us to get in the game where we can
experience teamwork and community and
pur pose. God doesnobt
in the game like a coach calling a player to
get on the court; God calls us to join Him in
living out the Christian faith.

We were created to actively live out the
Christian life rather than passively sit and
watch from the sidelines (Ephesians 2:10).
Too much time sitting on the spiritual side-
lines leads to hypocrisy, criticalness and
quitting. | know that none of us aspire to
those negative qualities. But we are in dan-
ger of slipping into those dark places if we

bench

simply

do not rise from the bench and join God in

w h e nthe goodpvbriaHe ésdloindn i g h

If you have been sitting on the spiritual
bench, now is the time to get up and get in
the game. The door is wide open for you to
join in. Bible studies for men and women
and couples and students are getting start-
ed soon. You can join now and make
friends and learn new things and most
importantly, grow in the depth of your
knowledge and experience with Jesus.

Together we can also serve one another.
We can teach children, repair roofs, distrib-

.ute fBod,erunysoundeanduvigleo edqipnment

or help in many other ways. We can work
together in the church, in the community
and in other countries.

~call us to ge
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games because my few skills were not
needed. Not so in
is needed (1 Corinthians 12). You are
needed. And most importantly, God is call-
ing us to join Him in the good work He is
doing.

Sitting on the bench just does not compare
to the thrildl of pl
respond to Goddés vo
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- Pastor Shad Baker
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